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Cafeteria Culture Tes5mony to:
New York City Council and the New York City Oﬃce of Management and Budget
May 21, 2020
Good a&ernoon,
Cafeteria Culture urges the City Council to ensure that the City’s residents can con5nue to engage is some form
of organics recycling and compos5ng by immediately restoring the funding to our community-based
compos5ng programs. The Administra2on’s decision to slash the DSNY budget, including cu=ng the $28 million
for compos2ng organic waste and recycling educa2on and outreach, is one giant step backwards in our eﬀorts to
mi2gate the climate crisis. What we “save” now, will surely cost us dearly in the very near future, nega2vely
impac2ng the lives of out most vulnerable communi2es and all of our children.
Cafeteria Culture (CafCu), founded as Styrofoam Out of Schools, works with youth to crea2vely achieve zero
waste, climate smart schools communi2es and a plas2c free biosphere. We teach innova2ve environmental
educa2on that fosters youth-led solu2ons by merging ci2zen science, civic ac2on, media and the arts. Students
in our programs, overwhelmingly from lower income communi2es of color and living in public housing, are
providing an urgently needed voice to our City’s zero waste and climate movement. CafCu’s unique partnerships
with schools and student leadership opportuni5es in the cafeteria helped the City with the launching the ﬁrst
school compos5ng pilot programs.
The Mayor’s proposed budget to cut funding for citywide compos2ng is short sighted and dangerous. The longterm implica2ons of such budget cuts will no doubt set the City way back on our hard earned progress towards
zero waste, as well as sustainable behavioral changes for many of our City’s residents. We are s2ll recovering
from similar setbacks caused by the recycling cuts a&er 9/11. The climate crisis may soon overshadow the
pandemic and we cannot risk another 20 year recovery period to rebuild the groundwork for ensuring a
sustainable compos2ng culture for ALL City residents.
Food scraps and organics account for roughly a third of our waste stream. Our rapidly rising price tag of almost
1/2 a billion tax dollars annually to export our garbage to (mostly) out-of-state incinerators and landﬁlls is not
disappearing. In fact, these proposed budget cuts to the organics collec2on can only drive this cost higher and
more rapidly, while simultaneously increasing our City’s greenhouse gas emissions.
The cuts to the NYC Compost project and partners and to GrowNYC together, approximately $7 million, allows
New Yorkers to con2nue diver2ng food scraps, thus preven2ng a meaningful percentage of our City’s waste
stream from going to landﬁlls, where it is des2ned to emit methane, a powerfully destruc2ve greenhouse gas or
to an incinerator in Newark NJ, that has nega2vely impacted that community for over 20 years.
The restora2on of this funding, a very small percentage of the DSNY budget, would ensure that:
•
•

At least eight non-proﬁt organiza2ons that rely on City-funding to provide organics collec2on and
processing services, as well as community educa2on will con2nue their waste reduc2on eﬀorts;
At least 170 food scrap drop-oﬀ sites across all ﬁve boroughs can con2nue to decrease methane
emissions; and
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•

At least six community compos2ng facili2es can con2nue their work of processing food scraps to
invaluable compost that supports the growing of food locally in community gardens and urban farms
during a 2me of food insecurity.

Addi5onally, restoring and maintaining City Council funding for zero waste educa5on and outreach at
this 5me is cri5cal. We must ensure that all New Yorkers, especially our children, are able to bridge
the connec5on between food as garbage and the climate crisis. We have no 5me to waste and hope
the Council priori5zes this urgent need in the budget process.
Cafeteria Culture also requests that the Council restore and increase funding for residen2al and school organics
collec2ons, the next step to be focused on passing the CORE Act, introduced last week by Council Members
Antonio Reynoso and Keith Powers. This should be followed by the long term, climate smart solu5on of
manda5ng citywide compos5ng, allowing us to reap the full beneﬁts of an organics collec5on program that
will provide a source of income to the city while beneﬁ5ng our city for future genera5ons.
Thank you,
Debby Lee Cohen
Cafeteria Culture, Execu2ve Director/ Founder, CafeteriaCulture.org
Co-Director/Producer, Microplas*cMadness.org - a movie and impact campaign for a plas2c free future
c: 917-282-0253, dl@cafeteriaculture.org
Youtube: CafCu Media twiker @cafeteriacu Instagram: @CafCu FaceBook

Photo: Fi&h grade students from Cafeteria Culture’s Zero Waste Schools Program at PS/MS 34 Franklin D
Roosevelt trenching thier school food scraps at the 12th Street Children’s Garden.
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